
Minutes of the

October 10, 2106 Meeting of the

West Fairlee Planning Commission (“PC”)

Members Present:   John Benjamin, Chair, Al Pfeiffer, Vice Chair, Tom Baccei, Peggy Burden,

Samantha Petrone, Nancy Malmquist and Bryan Stone

Welcome

John called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. He noted that the Planning Commission members present 

constituted a quorum. Al agreed to take the minutes of the meeting.

Public Comment

There was no public comment.

Minutes

On motion made and duly seconded, it was VOTED to approve the Minutes for the August 8th and 

October 3rd Meetings. It was noted that the September 12th Meeting was cancelled due to the lack of a 

quorum.

Rules of Procedure

There was no update.

Municipal Planning Grant (MPG)

John provided an update on West Fairlee’ s application for an MPG that would provide funds needed to 

draft a 2018 town plan with assistance from Two Rivers Ottauquechee Regional Commission (TRORC). 

He said that West Fairlee’s application was submitted before the October 31, 2016 deadline. Notification 

of grant awards should be received at the end of 2016 or beginning of 2017 and fund awards to grantees 

would be released in the first quarter 2017. He cautioned that new, more stringent rules and a smaller 

grant fund pool could mean that an MPG award for West Fairlee is not a sure thing. 

Work Session  

There was a discussion about the best way to communicate town plan chapter updates. John mentioned 

that the Thetford Planning Commission used Thetford’s Listserve to notify the public as town plan 

chapter revisions were completed. The postings identified the chapter under revision, a brief summary of 

any changes and the reasons for the changes. A link was given providing access to the full text of the 

chapter. West Fairlee PC Members felt that releasing updates this way, and receiving public input along 

the way, would be preferable to waiting until the entire town plan document is completed. In connection 

with the draft 2017 Town Plan, Al offered to obtain current maps from TRORC; Tom and John agreed to 

work together on overview information and talking points relating to inclusion of a Flood Resilience 

chapter. In preparation for the November 14th Public Hearing, John requested members to review the draft

document and related distribution materials.

Adjournment

There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 8:20 P.M.

Respectfully submitted,

Al Pfeiffer

Acting Secretary 


