
Approved Minutes 

West Fairlee Selectboard Meeting 

Monday March 18, 2019 6 pm 

 
Present: Beverly Ash, Fred Cook, Bruce Durkee, Delsie Hoyt, Steve Malinoski 

Visitors: Jennifer Shatney 

 

The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. 

 

Approve Minutes of March 4, 2019 Regular Meeting 

 

ORGANIZATIONAL (Post Town Meeting) 

Election of Chair:  Fred nominated Delsie Hoyt to serve as Chair; Steve seconded, approved. 

 

Delsie welcomed newly-elected Selectboard member Bruce Durkee, and reminded all that under 

Vermont law, the Chair holds no special powers and all are equal around the table.  She noted that a 

vacancy in elected offices requires a notification of the public before action may be taken. 

 

A slate of appointments/reappointments to Commissions and other positions was presented.  Steve 

moved to approve the slate; Fred seconded.  Approved. 

 

Visitors/ Hear and act on reports of Town Officers and Committees 

 

ROADS 

Road Erosion Inventory:  Preliminary results received from TRORC were extremely positive.  There 

were only two road segments identified as "not meeting the standard" -- Scrabble Hollow and a culvert 

upsize on Manley Hill.  Discussed using this year's Grant In Aid request to address these issues. 

 

Process Annual VTrans Highway Packet / Class 2 Road Grant:  It is unlikely that West Fairlee will 

be eligible for a paving grant this year. We are currently about 11th within the District. 

 

Clarification that plowing outside of the Winter Roads Contract will be billable at agreed hourly rates.  It 

is expected that the roads will be posted very shortly. 

 

PUBLIC SAFETY/ ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT  
Local Emergency Operation Plan:  Delsie is drafting the plan based on the new templates; more 

narrative descriptions required than in the past.  The document must be approve at April 15 meeting to 

meet May 1 deadline.   She met with the WFVFD;  Will Ordway is assisting in collecting some of the 

equipment details required.   

Update Water Source Protection system:  The Town Attorney is reviewing the contract.  

Status: Speed enforcement collaboration with Thetford -- awaiting action by Thetford Selectboard 

 

OLD BUSINESS  

Disposition of tax sale properties:  Advice requested from Town Attorney Paul Gillies, circulated via 

email.  Basic procedures were discussed including notifications.  

 



Census place designation:  This process has been referred to Pete Fellows at TRORC.  

 

Contents of Town Report/policy for appropriations:  Following up on an issues raised at Town 

Meeting, the Selectboard discussed inclusion of the Delinquent Taxes Report and developing a policy on 

appropriation requests.  There was general agreement that publishing the delinquency list does have 

some deterrent effect and that it should continue to be published in the Town Report.   The Board 

clarified its policy that all appropriation requests must be accompanied by an annual report.  While 

appropriation requests from new agencies will require a petition for inclusion; established agencies will 

not be asked to petition each year. 

  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Current Use (UVA) renewal/Forestry Management Plan for Brushwood:  Bev moved to approve 

the Forestry Management Plan developed for Brushwood Forest by Redstart Forestry and renewal 

application for Use Value Appraisal; Fred seconded; approved. 

Permission for GUVSWD special collection:  Bruce moved to approve GUVSWD use of the 

recycling/trash depot for a special collection in September; Steve seconded; approved. 

Renewal VT Apprasial Co. assessment contract:  Assessor Tom Cain today regarding the mix-up 

with the contract document.  They will send a new version prior to the next meeting. 

Process Excess Weight Permits: Bev processed several permits. 

 

Other Business/Agenda Items (to be acted on at next regular meeting) 

- John Benjamin re: "broadband" - history of efforts in WF/ possible next steps April 1 

- Progress report Conservation Commission re: potential additional easement Brushwood Forest 

- Hazard Mitigation Plan meeting with TRORC -- Special Meeting April 22 

  

SIGN ORDERS:  Bev moved the sign the orders, Fred seconded; approved. 

  

ADJOURN:  Bev moved to adjourn at 7:45 pm; Fred seconded; approved. 


